Introduction

But Harry is in no state to take this in, as yet. The
Eumenides appear. Mary, pretending not to see them,
draws the curtains to hide them from Harry; but he thinks
she has done so blindly, out of incomprehension:

Are you so imperceptive, have you such dull senses
That you could not see them? If I had realised
That-you were so obtuse, I would not have listened
To your nonsense.

(I. ii. 328-81)

The glimpse of innocence, the flicker of hope she had given
him seem to have been extinguished; yet the Eumenides
have signalled the first turning of the stair Harry has to
climb; there will be a second turning after he has spoken
with Agatha.

The interview with Mary has broken new ground for
Harry, even if it has not cleared the way for him; she her-
self does not know how to interpret what she has seen, and
thinks the Eumenides are a danger to him for she says so
to Agatha later:

Can you not stop him? Cousin Agatha, stop him!
You do not know what I have seen and what I know!
He is in great danger...

(IL.iii. 85-88)

But they are more of a danger to her; they mean she is to
lose Harry after all; they are going to lead him away from
her and this Agatha explains to her:

We must all go, each in his own direction,
You, and I, and Harry

(II. iii. 109-10)

The scene with Mary concludes the first half of the
essential action; it has reminded Harry of his innocence,
so long threatened as to be almost lost. The scene with
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